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JONATHAN  EDWARDS,  president  of  the  college  in  New -Jersey, 
and  a  most  acute  metaphysician,  and  distinguished  divine,  was  born  at 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  October  5,  1703.  He  was  educated  at  Yale  Col- 
lege,  and  took  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  in  1720  before  he  was  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  His  uncommon  genius  discovered  itself  early,  and 
while  yet  a  boy  he  read  Locke  on  the  human  understanding  with  a  keen 
relish.  Though  he  took  much  pleasure  in  examining  the  kingdom  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  yet  moral  and  theological  researches  yielded  him  the  highest  satis¬ 
faction.  ,He  lived  at  college  near  two  years  after  taking  his  first  degree, 
preparing  himself  for  the  office  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  In  1722  he 
went  to  New  York,  at  the  request  of  a  small  society  of  English  presbyte- 
rians,  and  preached  a  number  of  months.  In  1724  he,  was  appointed  a 
tutor  in  Yale  College,  and  he  continued  in  that  office,  till  he  was  invited 
in  1726  to  preach  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  Here  he  was  ordain-^ 
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ed  as  colleague  with  his  grandfather,  the  reverend  Mr.  Stoddard,  Fcbru- 
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ary  15,  1727.  In  1735  his  benevolent  labours  were  attended  with  very 
uncommon  success ;  a  general  impression  was  made  upon  the  minds  of 
bis  people  by  the  truths,  which  he  proclaimed ;  and  the  church  was  much 
enlarged.  He  continued  in  this  place  more  tlian  twenty  three  years  till 
he  was  dismissed  in  1750.  The  circumstances,  which  led  to  his  dismis¬ 
sion,  were  the  following.  Mr.  Edwards,  being  informed  of  immorali¬ 
ties,  in  which  some  young  persons,  who  were  connected  with  tlie  church, 
indulged  themselves,'  thought  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  their 
conduct.  The  church  readily  acknowledged  the  importance  of  strict 
discipline,  and  entered  into  the  plan  ;  but  when  the  names  of  the  persons 
accused  were  known,  and  it  was  found,  that  members  of  the  principal  fa- 
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milies  in  the  town  were  implicated,  it  was  impossible  to  proceed.  There 
were  few  in  his  church,  who  continued  their  zeal  for  discipline,  when 
they  perceived,  that  it  would  enter  their  own  houses ;  and  the  hands  of 
the  immoral  were  strengthened  by  this  defeat  of  an  attempt  to  correct 
their  errors  and  to  bring  them  to  repentance.  After  this  event,  whicli 
took  place  in  1744,  Mr.  Edwards’  usefulness  in  Northampton  was  almost 
destroyed.  A  secret  dislike  was  excited  in  the  minds  of  many,  and  it 
was  soon  blown  into  a  flame.  When  he  was  settled  in  this  town,  he  w  as 
not  perfectly  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  principle,  wdiich 
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'supported  by  Ills  colleague,  the  reverend  Mr.  Stoddard,  that  unconverted 
persons  had  a  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
supper.  After  diligent  inquiiy  he  was  convinced,  that  the  principle  was 
erroneous,  and  dangerous.  His  investigations  led  him  to  believe,  that  the 
supper  was  instituted  for  the  true  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ ;  that  none 
but  such  could  have  a  right  to  it ;  and  that  none  but  those,  who  were  con¬ 
sidered  as  such,  should  be  permitted  to  partake  of  it.  Adopting  theso 
sentiments,  he  had  the  courage  to  avow  them.  He  considered  it  as  an  in¬ 
violable  duty  ever  to  vindicate  the  truth.  He  knew  the  zeal  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  for  their  loose  principles,  and  expected  to  see  that  zeal  bursting  upon 
him^  if  he  should  dare  to  stand  forward  in  opposition  to 'their  long  con¬ 
tinued  practice.  He  anticipated  a  dismission  from  Northampton,  and  a 
deprivation  of  the  means  of  support.  But  in  the  full  view  of  these  con¬ 
sequences,  he  openly  avowed  his  change  of  sentiment,  cheerfully  sacri¬ 
ficing  every  worldly  interest  to  promote  the  purity  of  the  church  and  the 
glory  of  the  Redeemer.  The  evils,  ,which  he  anticipated,  came  upon 
him.  He  was  driven  away  in  disgrace  from  a  people,  who  once  would 
almost  have  plucked  out  their  eyes,  and  given  them  to  him.  They  would 

not  even  hear  him  in  his  vindication.  Mr.  Edwards  had  been  instrumen- 
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tal  in  cheering  many  hearts  with  the  joys  of  religion,  and  not  a  few  had 
regarded  him  with  all  that  affectionate  attachment,  which  is  excited  by 
the  love  of  excellence  and  the  sense  of  obligations,  which  can  ne^er  be 
repaid.  But  a  spirit  of  detraction  had  gone  forth,  and  a  few  leading  men 
of -outrageous  zeal  pushed  foi’ward  men  of  less  determined  hostility  ;  and 
in  the  hopeless  prospect  of  conciliation  he  was  dismissed  by  an  ecclesias¬ 
tical  council  June  22,  1750. 

In  this  scene  of  trouble  and  abuse,  when  the  mistakes  and  the  bigotry 
of  the  multitude  had  stopped  their  ears,  and  their  passions  were  without 
control,  Mr.  Edwards  exhibited  the  truly  Christian  spirit.  His  calmness, 
and  meekness,  and  humility,  and  yet  firmness  and  resolution  were  the  sub- 
jects  of  admiration  to  his  friends.  More  anxious  for  his  people,  than  for 
himself,  he  preached  a  most  solemn  and  affecting  farewell  discourse.  He 
afterwards  occasionally  supplied  the  pulpit  at  times,  when  no  preacher 
had  been  procured ;  but  this  proof  of  his  superiority  to  resentment  or 
pride,  and  this  readiness  to  do  good  to  those,  who  had  injured  him,  met 
with  no  return,  except  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants,  prohibiting  him  from 
ever  again  preaching  for  them.  Still  he  was  not  left  without  excellent 
friends  in  Northampton,  and  his  correspondents  in  Scotland,  having  been 
informed  of  his  dismission,  contributed  a  considerable  sum  for  the  main.- 
tenance  of  his  familv. 
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In  August  1751  he  succeeded  the  reverend  Mr.  Sergeant  as  missionary 
to  the  Houssatonnoc  Indians  at  Stockbridge  in  Berkshire  county,  Massa 
chusetts.  Here  he  continued  six  years,  preaching  to  the  Indians  and  the 
white  people ;  and  as  he  found  much  leisure  he  prosecuted  his  theologi- 
ciil  and  metaphysical  studies,  and  produced  works,  which  rendered  his 
name  famous  throughout  Europe.  Thus  was  his  calamitous  removal 
from  Northampton  the  occasion,  under  the  wise  providence  of  God,  of 
his  imparting  to  the  world  the  most  important  instructions,  whose  influ¬ 
ence  has  been  extending,  and  whose  good  effects  may  still  be  felt  for 
ages.  In  January  1758  he  reluctantly  accepted  the  office  of  president  of 
the  college  in  New  Jersey,  as  successor  of  his  son  in  law,‘thc  Rev.  Mr. 
Burr ;  but  he  had  not  entered  fully  upon  the  duties  of  this  station,  before  the 
prevalence  of  the  small  pox  induced  him  to  be  inoculated,  and  this  disease 
was  the  cause  of  his  death  March  22,  1758,  in  the  fifty  fifth  year  of  his 
age.  A  short  time  before  he  died,  as  soine  of  his  friends,  who  surround¬ 
ed  his  bed  to  see  him  breathe' his  last,  w^ere  lamenting  the  loss,  which  the 
college  would  sustain,  he  sai.d,  to  their  astonishment,  trust  in  God,  and 
^  ye  need  not  fear.^’  These  were  his  last  words.  He  afterwards  expired 
with  as  much  composure,  as  if  he  had  only  fallen  asleep.  He  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Davies. 

President  Edwards  was  distinguished  not  only  for  the  astonishing  vigour 
and  penetration  of  his  mind,  but  for  his  Christian  virtues.  At  a  very 
early  period  of  his  life  he  was  much  affected  by  the  truths  of  religion, 
and  usell  several  times  in  a  day  to  address  himself  to  heaven  in  secret 
prayer,  and  to  assemble  for  religious  conversation  and  .devotion  with  boys 
of  his  own  age^  But  at  length  he  returned  to  a  state  of  negligence  and 
forgetfulness  of  God.  He  no  longer  addressed  his  prayer  to  the  Lord, 
his  Maker.  The  pheasure,  which  he  had  enjoyed  in  religious  duties,  he 
afterwards  believed  to  have  originated  in  selfish  views  and  hopes,  and  not 
to  have  been  founded  in  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Soon  after  he 
left  college,  however,  a  deep  sense  of  his  sin  was  imparted  to  him  ;  he 
beheld  a  new  glory  in  the  character  of  God  and  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
gospel ;  and  a  view  of  the  way  ofxsalvation  by  a  crucified  Redeemer  filled 
him  with  inexpressible  joy.  Those  doctrines,  which  he  had  formerly  op¬ 
posed,  and  regarded  with  horror,  now  inspired  liim  with  delight.  Such 
were  his  conceptions  of  the  wisdom  and  excellence  of  the  Most  High, 
that  he  found  a  real  pleasure  in  ascribing  to  him  an  absolute  sovereignty 
in  the  disposal  of  his  creatures,  in  choosing  whom  he  would  to  etemal. 
life,  and  rejecting  whom  he  pleased,  for  the  display  of  his  glory.  Of  the 
certainty  of  this^ doctrine  he  felt  as  much  assured,  as  of  the  existence  of 
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atiy  ()]>jcct,  w  hich  was  presented  to  his  sight.  The  character  of  Jesus 
Christ  now  yielded  him  satisfaction,  which  he  had  never  before  known. 
The  excellence,  upon  which  he  fixed  his  thoughts,  was  communicated  to 
him ;  and  he  was  moulded  into  the  glorious  image,  which  was  so  con¬ 
stantly  in  his  eye.  His  life  of  integrity,  of  humility,  of  meekness,  of  be» 
nevolence,  of  piety,  of  Christian  courage,  and  of  zeal  directed  by  the 
meekness  of  wisdom,,  gives  full  evidence,  that  his  religion  was  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Christ.  His  highest  and  sweetest  joys,  he  remarked,  did  iwt 
spring  from  the  hope,  that  he  was  in  a  state  of  salvation,  nor  from  the 
consciousness  of  any  excellence  in  himself,  but  from  a  direct  view  of  the 
precious  truths  of  the  gospel.  No  one  could  be  more  deeply  humbled 
under  a  sense  of  the  iniquity  of  his  heart,  and  of  his  impotence  to  what 
is  good.  This  conviction  led  him  to  distrust  himself,  to  rely  only  upon 
the  grace  of  God,  and  to  ascribe  every  thing  to  infinite  mercy.  < 

In  the  various  relations  of  life  his  character  was  unimpeached.  The 
benevolent  principles,  which  he  had  embraced,  taught  him  to  do  good, 
and  w  hile  he  inculcated  charity  upon  others,  he  himself  gave  much  to 
the  poor.  He  seldom  visited  his  people,  except  in  sickness  or  affliction, 
not  having  remarkable  talents  in  conversation,  and  believing  that  he  should 
be  more  useful  in  his  study.  Yet  he  was  not  austere  and  unsociable,  but 
easy  of  access,  kind,  and  condescending.  To  his  friends  he  opened  him¬ 
self  without  reserve.  He  gave  no  encouragement  in  his  conversation  to 
evil  speaking  and  folly,  nor  w^as  he  fond  of  disputes,  though,, when  called 
upon,  he  would  express  his  opinion,  and  calmly  vindicate  his  sentiments. 
JHe  preferred  managing  a  controversy  with  his  pen  in  his  hand.  Though 
his  constitution  was  delicate,  he  commonly  spent  thirteen  hours  eveiy  day 
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in  his  study.  He  usually  rose  between  four  and  five  in  the  morning,  and 
was  abstemious,  living  completely  by  rule.  For  exercise,  he  would  in  the 
winter  take  an  axe  and  chop  wood  for  half  an  hour ;  and  in  the  summer 
would  walk  or  ride  on  horseback  two  or  three  miles  to  some  retired  grove. 
Here  his  ever  active  mind  was  still  occupied  in  religious  meditation  and 
devotion,  or  in  study.  Having  his  pen  and  ink  with  him,  he  recorded 
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every  striking  thought,  that  occurred.  All  his  researches  indeed  were 
pursued  with  his  pen  in  his  hand,  and  the  number  of  his  miscellaneous 
writings,  which  he  left  behind  him,  was  above  fourteen  hundred.  They 
were  all  numbered  and  paged,  and  an  index  w  as  formed  for  the  whole. 
He  was  peculiarly  happy  in  his  domestic  connexions,  for  Mrs.  Edwards 
by  taking  the  entire  care  of  his  temporal  concerns  gave  him  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  consecrating  all  his  powers,  without  interruption,  to  the  labours 
and  studies  of  the  sacred  offioe. 
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As  a  preacher  he  was  not  oratorical  in  his  manner,  and  his  voice  was  ra¬ 
ther  feeble,  though  he  spoke  with  distinctness ;  but  his  discourses  were 
rich  in  thought,  aiid  being  deeply  impressed  himself  with  the  truths 
which  he  uttered,  his  preaching  came  home  to  the  hearts  of  his  hearers. 
Though  he  usually  wrote  his  sermons  with  great  care  and  read  his  notes, 
yet  when  in  the  delivery  a  new  thought  struck  him,  he  was  not  so  shack¬ 
led,  but  that  he  would  express  it,  and  his  extemporary  effusions  were 
frequently  the  .most  interesting  and  useful  parts  of  his  discourses.  To¬ 
wards  the  close  of  life  he  was  inclined  to  think,  that  it  would  have,  been 
better,  if  he  had  never  used  his  notes  at  all.  He  advised  the  young 
preacher  to  commit  his  sermons  to  memory. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  uncommonly  zealous  and  persevering  in  his  search 
after  truth,  rf  He  spared  no  pains  in  procuring  the  necessary  aids,  and  he 
read  all  the  books,  which  he  could  procure,  that  promised  to  afford  him 
assistance  in  his  inquiries.  He  confined  himself  to  no  particular  sect  or 
denomination,  but  studied  the  writings  of  men,  whose  sentiments  were 
the  most  opposite  to  his  own.  But  the  Bible  claimed  his  peculiar  atten¬ 
tion.  From  that  book  he  derived  his  religious  principles,  and  not  from 
any  human  system.  The  doctrines,  which  he  supported,  were  Calvinis- 
tic,  and  when  these  doctrines  were  in  any  degree  relinquished,  or  were 
not  embraced  in  their  whole  length  and  breadth,  he  did  not  see  where  ,  a 
man  could  set  his  foot  down,*  with  consistency  and  safety,  short  of  deism 
or  atheism  itself.  Yet  with  all  his  strict  - adherence  to  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  truths  of  heaven,  his  heart  was  kind  and  tender.  When  Mr. 
Whitfield  preached  for  him  on  the  sabbath,  the  acute  divine,  whose 
mighty  intellect  has  seldom  been  equalled,  wept  as  a  child  during  the 
whole  sermon. 

His  essay  on  the  freedom  of  the  will  is  considered  as  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  efforts  of  the  human  niind.  Those,  who  embrace  the  Calvinistic  sen- 
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timents,  think  that  he  has  for  ever  settled  the  controversy  with  the  Armi- 
nians  by  demonstrating  the  falsity  and  absurdity  of  their  principles.  His 
other  works,  which  arc  most  celebrated,  are  his  book  on  original  sin  in 
answer  to  Taylor,  his  treatise  on  the  affections,  his  dissertation  on  the 
nature  of  true  virtue,  and  that  on  the  end,  for  which  God  created  the  - 
world.  A  splendid  edition  of  his  works  is  now  publishing  in  England, 
and  an  edition  in  8  volumes,  8vo.  which  is  intended  to  be  a  complete  col¬ 
lection  of  his  writings,  is  in  the  press  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  under 
the  care  of  the  reverend  Dr.  Austin,  and  will  be  published  in  the  couree  of 
the  year  1809. 

The  following  is  a  catalogue  pf  his  publications ;  a  sermon  preached  at 
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Boston  on  1  Cor.  i.  29,  30,  1731  ;  a. sermon  preached  at  Northampton  on 
Matt.  xvi.  17,  1734 ;  a  narrative  of  the  work  of  God  in  the  conversion  of 
many  hundreds  of  souls  in  Northampton,  1736  ;  five  discourses  on  justifi¬ 
cation  by  faith  alone,  pressing  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  Ruth’s  resolution, 
the  justice  of  God  in  the  damnation  of  sinners,  and  the  excellency  of  Jesus 
Christ,  1738  ;  sinners  in  the  hands  of  an  angry  God,  a  sermon  preached 
at  Enfield,  1741  ;  a  seimon  on  the  distiriguishing  marks  of  a  work  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  1741 ;  thoughts  on  the  revival  of  religion,  1742;  a  ser¬ 
mon  at  the  ordination  of  the  reverend  Robert  Abercrombie,  1744 ;  at  the 
instalment  of  the  reverend  Samuel  Buell,  1746;  a  treatise  on  religious 
affections,  1746  ;  an  attempt  to  promote  agreement  in  prayer  for  the  revi¬ 
val  of  religion,  1746  ;  life  of  the  reyerend  David  Brainerd,  1749  ;  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  qualifications  for  full  communion  in  the  church,  1749;  a 
reply  to  the  reverend  Solomon  Williams’  answer  to  the  inquiry,  1752  ;  a 
•  sermon  preached  at  Newark,  1752;  an  inquiry,  into  the  modem  prevail¬ 
ing  notions  of  that  freedom  of  will,  which  is  supposed  to  be  essential  to 
moral  agency,  &c.,  1754;  the  great  doctrine  of  original  sin  defended, 
1758.  Since  his  death  the  following  works  have  been  published  from  his 
manuscripts ;  eighteen  sermons,  with  his  life,  written  by  the  reverend  Dr.' 
Hopkins,  1765  ;  the 'history  of  redemption,  1774;  on  the  nature  of  true 
virtue,  1788;  God’s  last  end  in  the  creation;  thirty  three  sermons; 
twenty  sermons,  1789;  miscellaneous  observations,  1793;  miscellaneous 
remarks,  \79&.~—Hofikin8'  life  of  Edwards  ;  life,  firejixed  to  his  works  j 
Middleton's  buografihia  evangelica,  iv.  294-— 317. 


Proceedings  of  the  Bible  Society  of  JMassau-Hallf  at  their  semi-annual 
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Meetings^  March  30//i,  and  August  3d,  1816.' 


SOCIETY  met  this  day.  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  the  president 
in  the  chair ;  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  William 
C.  Schenck.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  then  read, 
from  which  the  following  are  extracts. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  the  following  distribu¬ 
tion  of  bibles  has  been  made  :  Sixty  copies  have  been  distributed  among 
the  poor  in  Princeton  and  its  vicinity ;  five  copies  in  Long-Island  ;  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  have  been  sent  into  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  as  follows ; 
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24  bibles 


To  the  Alert 
■  Enterprise 
Washington  (74) 


128'bibles< 


Seventy-five  copies  have  been  sent  to  the  different  military  stations 
the  IJnited  States  as  follows 
To  Baltimore 

Sackett’s  Harbour 
Hallsburgh 


SO  bibles 


Letters  from  the  respective  commanders  of  these-  stations  have  been 
received,  making  grateful  and  polite  acknowledgments  of  these  donations. 
Lastly,  your  Board  of  Directors  presented  one  hundred  copies  to  the  Bible 
Society  of  Louisiana ;  the  number  of  bibles,  therefore,  distributed  by  this 
Society  since  the  last  annual  report,  is  368.  .-  *  ■ 

This  Society  has  ever  considered  the  navy  of  the  United  States  as  an 
object  worthy  of  their  first  and  chief  regard ;  and  it  is  their  purpose  not  to 
remit  their  labours  until  their  design  respecting  it  be  accomplished,  which, 
upon  a  review  of  what  has  been  done  for  our  public  vessels,  will  be  found 
to  be,  comparatively  speaking,  not  very  great.  A  secondary  object  of  this 
Society  is  to  furnish  the  military  posts  and  garrisons  with  the  sacred  scrip¬ 
tures.  This  work  too  is  in  progress ;  and'  as  other  Bible  Societies  have 
the  same  object  in  view,  our  purpose  here  will  soon  be  accomplished. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  Board  view  it  as  an  auspicious  event, 
that  a  cry  for  **  the  word  of  life”  -  has  reached  them  from  the  southern 
and  western  districts  of  our  own  country.  Upon  undoubted  authority  they 
have  been  informed  that  a  famine  for  the  Bible  rages  thiough  the  coun* 
tries  bordering  on  the  Mississippi^  Ohio  and  Tennessee  rivers.  This  in- 
forlmation  made  them  resolve  upon  alleviating  the  miseries  and  wants  of 
their  countrymen  as  far  as  their  slender  means  would  allow.  They  made^ 
thereforei  a  donation  of  Bibles  to  the  Louisiana  Bible  Society)  which  being 
near  this  seat  of  wretchedness  and  wo,  has  the  opportunity  of  making  the 
most  suitable  appropriations.  Other  districts  in  the  same  region  are  in 
equally  necessitous  circumstances,  perhaps  more  so,  but  as  yet  they  are 
not  so  accessible  as  the  one  to  which  we  have  sent. 

It  is  proper  to  say,  that  instances  may  have  occurred  in  which  polite« 
ness  merely  insured  a  favourable  reception  to  the  donations  of  this  Society. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  principle  with  Bible  Societies  generally  to  send  BibJe>i 
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wherever  their  reception  can  be  procured. '  And  it  may  be  stated  that  your 
Board  of  Directors  have  seen  the'time'when  they  were  obliged  to  pause 
and  ask,  Where  shall  we  find  a  place  to  deposite  a  bible  But  now  the 
question  to  be  asked  is,  Where  shall  we  obtain  resources  in  any  degree 
commensurate  with  the  wants  of  the  poor,  who  are  perishing  for  lack  of 
kn6wle<}ge  ?”  Their  unhappy  condition  awakens  the  sympathy  of  fivery 
friend  to  religion  and  humanity.  It  has  given  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  zeal 
and  exertions  of  other  societies  ;  and  every  member  of  this  Society  doubt¬ 
less  feels  himself  pledged  to'come  out  and  assist  in  this  great  and  pious 
cause.  If  at  any  period  of  this  Society’s  existence  the  members  have  had 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on  its  formation,  surely  it  is  the  present, 
when  a  prospect  of  usefulness  so  flattering  to  their  most  ardent  wishes  has 
opened  before  them.  The  smiles  of  heaven  have  rested  on  our  institutionj 
and  success  has  followed  its  exertions  far  exceeding  the  most  sanguine  ex* 
pectations  of  its  founders.  It  has  been  recognised  as  a  sister  institution 
by  other  societies ;  and  this  recognition  comes  from  societies  not  only  in 
the  United  States,  but  also  from  transatlantic'  countries.  Let  us,  therefore, 
be  ambitious  of  cooperating  in  the  vast  design  which  the  word  of  God  is 
to  accomplish  ;  for  it  will  prevail  until  the  earth  be  covered  with  right¬ 
eousness.  '  '  '  ■ 

On  motion,  the  hon.  Richard  Stockton,  Dr.  John  Van'cleve,  and  Samuel 
Bayard,  Esq.  of  this  place,  were  elected  honorary  members  of  this  Society.' 
Business  being  finished,  the  meeting  was  concluded  with  prayer  by  the 
presiding  officer.  '  " 

JAMES  M’DOWELL,  Sec'nj. 


Annual  Meeting,  ,4ugiist  2d,  1816. 

The  Society  met  this  day  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  the  president 
in  the  chair ;  the  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alex¬ 
ander.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  then  read  and  accepted, 
from  which  some  extracts  are  taken. 

It  cannot  be  reasonably  expected  that  our  operations  should  have  been 
extensive  in  the  snmmer  session,  as  the  term  is  short,  and  especially,  as 
the  resources  of  this  Society  are  but  small,  the  Board  of  Directors  deem¬ 
ing  it  improper  to  embarrass  their  successors  by  entering  into  engage¬ 
ments  which  they  would  he  unable  to  fulfil.  Had  the  funds  of  the  Society 
warranted,  they  would  gladly  have  extended  their  operations,  for  their  dif¬ 
ficulty  is  not  now  as  it  was  formerly,  ignorance  of  the  way  or  manner  of 
•Ustributing  the  sacred  volume,  but  the  want  of  means. 
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It  will  be  recollectedi  that  in  consequence  of  a  plan  proposed  by  the 
NeW'Jersey  Bible  Society,  for  uniting  the  efforts  of  the  several  societies 
in  the  United  States  by  means  of  delegates  appointed  by  them  to  meet  in 
some  central  place,  the  Bible  Society  of  Nassau*Hall,  at  a  meeting  con* 
vened  for  the  express  purpose,  on  the  1 3th  September,  1814,  unanimously 
approved  of  the  plan,  and  ordered  their  Board  of  Directors  to  use  the 
means  necessary  on  the  part  of  this  Society  to  give  it  effect.  Your  Board 
accordingly  pledged  themselves  to  the  New-Jersey  Bible  Society,  to  send 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  the  place  appointed  for  meeting.  This  plan 
failed  of  being  carried  into  effect  at  that  time.  It  has,  however,  been  re* 
cently  revived,  if  not  in  all  its  form,  yet  certainly  in  all  its  spirit,  by.  a  con¬ 
vention  of  delegates  proposed  to  assemble,  and  which  did  assemble  in  the 
city  of  NeW'York  in  May  last.  To  which  convention .  your  Board  con* 
sidered  themselves  bound,  both  by  the  resolution  of  Society,  and  the  pledge 
made  to  the  New-Jersey  Bible  Society,  to  send  delegates.  Accordin^cly 
they  appointed  two  of  their  number,  who  attended  the  convention.  The 
result  of  this  meeting  of  delegates,  it  is  well  known,  was  the  formation  of 
the  American  Bible  Society.  When  we  consider  the  circumstances  of 
the  formation  of  this  institution,  the  number  of  societies  represented  in 
the  convention,  and  the  various  religious  denominations  of  wliich  its  mem¬ 
bers  consisted,  the  zeal  and  union  of  sentiment  and  Christian  affection 
which  so  strikingly  characterized  their  whole  proceedings,  and  the  great 
and  benevolent  end  in  view,  we  have  good  grounds  to  hope  and  trust  it 
will  receive  the  hearty  support  of  Christians  of  all  denominations,  as  well 
as  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God. 

No  opportunity  of  extending  our  distribution  in  the  navy  has  been  af¬ 
forded  us  since  our  last  report,  nor  has  any  thing  been  effected  among  the 
military  stations,  excepting  one  at  Newport,  Rhode-Island,  which  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  supply  of  thirty  Bibles.  • 

Twenty  Bibles  have  been  distributed  by  members  of  this  Society  in 
different  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Monteith,  a  member  of  this  Society,  has  been  authorized  to  pur¬ 
chase  Bibles,  on  the  account  of  the  Society,  for  distribution  in  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Territory,  to  the  amount  of  seventy  dollars.  Whether  he  has  made 
use  of  this  order  the  Board  are  as  yet  uninformed. 

The  whole  number  of  Bibles  distributed  by  this  Society  during  the 
year  ending  this  day  is  448. 

Your  Board  are  happy  to  learn,  that  one  hundred  Bibles  shipped  by 
their  order,  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  Bible  Society  of  Louisiana,  have  been 
received.  Nor  can  we  forbear  to  notice,  with  emotions  of  lively  joy,  the 
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liberal  assistance  which  that  society  has  received.  So  loud  was  the  cry 
for  the  Bible  in  New«Orleans  and  the  adjacent  territories,  that  it  not  only 
pervaded  our  own  country,  but  also  reached  across  the  Atlantic,  and  was 
kindly  answered  by  our  sister  societies  in  America,  and  by  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  a  rich  supply  of  many  thousands  of  Bibles,  in 
the  English,  French  and  Spanish  languages.  The  exertions  of  the  Bible 
Society  of  Louisiana  seem  to  promise  results  most  interesting  to  the 
friends  of  religion.  That  society  is  making  great  progress  in  the  highly 
benevolent  work  of  furnishing  the  French  and  Spanish  inhabitants  of  that 
country  with  the  inestimable  word  of  life.  She  has  dispensed  from  her 
sacred  treasures  to  the  ignorant  Catholics,  who  have  manifested,  in  many 
places,  an  eagerness  to  receive  the  true  Bible.  She  has  introduced  the 
Bible  into  many  schools,  both  in  New-Orleans  and  in  various  parts  of  the 
state.  She  has  not 'been  mindful  of  the  wants  of  those  only  who  are  im« 
mediately  around  her,  her  pity  has  been  touched  for  others  ;  her  benevo« 
lent  hand  has  opened  liberally  with  precious  gifts  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Floridas  and  the  Mexican  provinces.  We  hail  the  formation  of  that  so¬ 
ciety  in  the  city  of  New-Orleans, -the  truly  laudable  zeal  of  its  members, 
and  the  encouraging  success  which  has  as  yet  attended  its  measures,  as 
sure  pledges  that  God  has  rich  blessings  in  store  for  that  part  of  our 
country. 

Finally,  the  cause  of  Bible  Societies  is  every  where  flourishing.  But 
great  as  is  their  number,  and  mighty  as  are  their  exertions,  they  yet  fall 
infinitely  short  of  accomplishing  the  great  object  of  their  institution. 
What  has  been  done  serves  to  show,  in  some  degree,  the  pressing  neces¬ 
sity  of  the  constant  and  united  exertions  of  all  Christians,  in  the  benevo¬ 
lent  and  sublime  work  of  sending  the  bread  of  life  to  the  millions  of  yet 
famishing  immortals. 

JAMES  M’DOWELL,  Sec'ry. 

\ 

On  motion,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  honorary  members 
of  this  Society.  Elias  Boudinot,  L.  L.  D.  and  the  Rev.  Leveret  I.  F. 
Huntingdon. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  the  Bible  Society  of  Nassau-Hall  view  with  high  satis¬ 
faction  the  formation  of  the  American  Bible  Society  :  -dnd  also  resolved, 
That  the  following  be  adopted  as  an  additional  article  of  the  constitution : 
“  That  the  Bible  Society  of  Nassau-Hall  become  auxiliary  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society,  by  paying  into  the  treasury  of  that  society  such  of  their 
surplus  funds  as  their  Board  of  Directors  may  think  proper.’* 
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Extracts  from  the  Addreae  delivered  by  the  Preaident  of  the  Bible  Society 

of  JsTaaaau^Hall^  at  their  annual  meetings  Auguat  Zdj  1816* 

♦ 

In  whatever  light  the  interest  of  Bible  Societies  is  now  received)  its 
magnitude  appears  almost  beyond  description.  Whether  its  object,  which 
is  to  publish  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people  and  kindred  of  the 
earth)  to  honour  Christ  by  spreading  the  word  of  his  grace  among  those 
who  know  him  not)  or  the  combined  efforts  of  millions  engaged  in  the 
great  enterprise)  or  the  great  things  which  have  already  been  accomfilishedy 
*  all  proclaim  the  work  prodigious,  and  worthy  the  labour  of  our  lives.  If 
good  to  be  done)  popularity  of  enterprise  in  the  work)  or  unparalleled  suc¬ 
cess  be  considered)  Bible  Societies  afford  subjects  of  the  highest  admira- 
tion  and  joy. 

Where)  let  me  ask)  is  another  object  which  has  united  the  efforts  of 
all  denominations  of  Christians)  of  Mohammedans  and  paganS)  of  infidels 
as  well  as  true  believerS)  of  nations  hostile  to  each  other)  and  differing  in 
almost  every  political  or  civil  point  of  vieW)  of  talents  the  most  brilliant)  of 
learning  the  most  profound)  of  people  oT  all  ages  and  situations-  under 
«  heaven  ?  I  venture  to  say,  there  is  not  another  excepting  the  Bible  Socie* 
ty.  Not  the  missionary  cause)  for  in  this  each  respective  sect  feels  some 
degree  of  jealousy  over  the  other.  Not  even  the  cause  of  humanity,  in 
which  every  one  is  alike  interested ;  for  in  their  views  of  this,  what  one 
calls  humane)  the  other  terms  cruel.  But  when  the  Bible  is  to  be  circu' 
lated,  the  contending  interests  of  politicians)  and  the  more  cruel  discord  of 
religious  bigotS)  hasten  to  the  same  altar  to  pay  their  willing  sacrifice. 

^  ThiS)  as  it  appears  to  mO)  looks  more  like  the  day  when  the  wof  shall 
dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid,  and  the 
calf  and  the  young  Hon  and  the  failing  together,  than  any  which  our  world 
has  witnessed  since  the  evangelical  prophet  sung  this  animating  an. 
them.  And  when  I  contemplate  the  pious  distributors  of  the  Bible,  in  al> 
most  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  surrounded  by  multitudes  seeking  for  the 
gospel)  which  brings  life  and  immortality  to  light,  I  seem  to  see  the  dawn* 
ings  of  that  day,  when  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord, 
as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.  Animating  thought !  Let  it  dwell  upon  our 
heart)  while  we  reach  forth  our  hand  with  a  Bible  for  the  destitute. 

But  perhaps  some  of  the  Society  may  be  ready  to  think  that  the  re* 
presentation  which  has  been  given  of  the  unanimity  and  success  of  Bible 
Sooeties  is  too  flattering,  and  not  founded  in  fact. 

I  am  not  ignorant,  that  among  those  called  Christians,  there  has  been 
some  difference  of  opinion  respecting  the  manner  of  conducting  Bible  Se* 
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cieties,  and  of  distributing  the  scriptures.  1  knowi  also,  that  «ome,  per¬ 
haps  most  of  a  particular  denomination  oppose  their  distribution  among 
common  people  altogether.  But  I  believe  a  recurrence  to  the  reports  of 
Bible  Societies  will  justify  all  which  has  been  said  on  this  subject.  It  is 
not  pretended  that  all,  or  even  a  majority  of  Roman  Catholics )  have  be* 
come  members  of  Bible  Societies,  nor  is  it  pretended  that  a  very  large 
number  of  Mohammedans  or  pagans  have  engaged  in  this  good  work. 

Yet  it  is  believed  that  enough  of  each  have  joined  os  to  justify  the  repre¬ 
sentation  that  such  a  union  as  was  never  before  witnessed,  has  been  form¬ 
ed  among  these  various  orders  of  men. 

In  the  eleventh  report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,”  for 
1815,  we  have  an  account  of  the  formation  of  a  Bible  Society  in  the 
Dutchy  of  Berg,  « the  sphere  of  whose  operations  includes  a  very  large 
population, 'of  which  a  great  proportion  are  Catholics.** 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Pinkerton,  a  coadjutor  of  the  committee  of  the  Britisli 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  giving  a  late  account  of  the  formation  of  a 
Bible  Society  in  Hanover,  a  principal  town  in  Germany,  observes,  <<  The 
Lutheran,  Calvinistic,  and  Catholic  clergy  join  hands  to  promote  the  good 
cause.”  When  the  chief  Catholic  priest  entered  the  room,”  (sh  a  meet*  ^ 

ing  of  Society)  “  he  came  straight  to  me,  grasped  my  hand  in  a  most  cor¬ 
dial  manner,  and  with  a  countenance  beaming  with  joy,  said,  *  I  rejoice 
that  I  have  an  opportunity  of  uniting  in  such  a  glorious  cause ;  1  am  de¬ 
cidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  scriptures  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
every  class  of  men,  and  that  even  the  poorest  and  the  meanest  should  have 
it  in  their  power  to  draw  divine  instruction  from  the  Fountain  Headl* 

This  worthy  clergyman  accepted  the  office  of  Director  of  the  Socie*  f 
ty  with  great  pleasure,  and  promised  that  he  would  labour  to  promote  ks 
object  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.” 

From  the  same  report  we  learn,  that  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the 
Russian  Bible  Society,  held  at  Petersburg  in  September,  1814,  «  the  first 
dignitaries  of  the  Greek,  Catholic,  Armenian,  and  Georgian  churches  at* 
tended,  in  their  sacerdotal  garments,  united  in  amity  and  peace.*' 

We  learn,  from  the  same  source,  that  the  Roman  Catholics,  in  many 
other  places  in  Europe,  engage  in  the  cause  of  Bible  Societies  with  much 
spirit :  and  the  New  Testament  is,  in  some  places,  made  a  common  book 
in  their  schools.  And  from  official  documents,  it  appears  that  the  Roman 
Catholics,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  are  many  of  them  very  desirous  to  ob* 
tain  the  scriptures;  and  some  of  their  priests,  particularly 'the  Rev.  Father 
Antonio  de  Sedilla,  have  offered  to  assist  in  .distributing  the  lively  oracles 
among  their  people. 
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From  the  report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societal  before  al« 
luded  to,  it  appears  that  the  Tartar  New>Testament,  ‘printed  at  Karass, 
has  been  circulated  with  considerable  success  among  the  Mohammedans 
of  the  Crimea.  K  mufti,  whose  title  designated  his  connexion  with  the 

Musselman  priesthood,  and  to  whom  a  Tartar  New*Testament  had  been 
presented,  accepted  it  with  exultation^  and  with  many  expressions  of  grati¬ 
tude  ;  he  has  become  an  annual  subscriber  to  the  society  at  Petersburg, 
and  has  signified  an  anxious  wish  to  become  a  member  of  it.*’ 

The  scriptures  have  also  been  received  by  Mohammedans  in  Western 
Africa,  with  gladness.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Nylanden  states,  «  that  the  king  of 
Bullam,  to  whom  he  presented  a  Bible,  in  Arabic,  recommended  it  to  the 
first  stranger  who  visited  him ;  and  that  in  a  visit  which  he  made  to  the 
king,  he  saw  about  twenty  Mohammedans,  and  an  aged  Mussulman  teach¬ 
er  in  the  midst  of  them,  reading  the  scriptures.  He  requested,  and  with 
great  thankfulness  accepted  a  Bible  from  Mr.  Nylander,  saying,  <  When  I 
come  home,  I  shall  read  this  book  to  all  my  people.* 

It  is  stated,  in  a  letter  to  this  Society  from  the  Secretary  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  that  at  Siberia  a  considerable  list  of  heathens 
had  become  subscribers  to  the  Bible  Society. 

These  and  similar  accounts  from  other  sources,  it  is  presumed,  justify 
the  language  which  has  been  used  iu  speaking  of  the  union  of  those  in  the 
cause  of  Bible  Societies,  who  most  widely  differ  in  their  religious  senti¬ 
ments.  They  seem  to  have  forgotten  their  invidious  distinctions,  that 
they  might  do  honour  to  God’s  word. 

In  support  of  the  idea  that  nations  a^  well  as  individuals,  of  jarring  in¬ 
terests,  unite  in  spreading  the  scriptures,  we  have  only  to  turn  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  astonishing  and  increasing  number  of  Bible  Societies  in  almost 
every  civilized  nation  under  heaven.  Nations  at  variance,  and  even  actu¬ 
ally  engaged  in  war  with  each  other,  are,  nevertheless,  ready  to  lend  their 
mutual  aid  in  support  of  these  fountains  of  piety  and  virtue.  While  their 
political  feelings  prompt  them  to  kill  and  destroy  each  other,  their  zeal 
for  the  dissemination  of  divine  truth  quiets,  for  a  moment,  these  infernal 
passions,  that  they  may  send  the  Bible  to  those  fierishing  fsr  lack  of  know 
ledge.  And  even  the  enemy,  whom  they  would  destroy,  almost  without 
mercy,  they  regard  with  affection  when  the  word  of  peace  is  to  be  put  into 
his 'hands.  They  lay  aside  their  instruments  of  death,  that  they  may  wield 
the  weapons  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  TMs  is  the  Lord's  doing  j  it  is  mar¬ 
vellous  in  our  eyes. 

This  union  of -exertion,  as  might  have  been  expected,  has  been  attend¬ 
ed  -with  extraordinary  success.  Bible  Societies  have  been  formed  almost 
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without  number ;  and  the  scriptures,  or,  at  least,  parts  of  them,  have  been 
printed,  and  are  now  printing,  in  almost  all  the  written  languages  of  the 
globe.. 

In  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  its  adjacent  islands,  it  ap* 
pears  that  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  Bible  Societies  have  been  formed, 
which  are  auxiliary  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  or  branches 
of  it.  In  addition  to  these  there  exist  an  unknown  number  of  Bible  Asso¬ 
ciations,  from  which  a  very  large  revenue  is  obtained  by  the  parent  institu¬ 
tion.  According  to  the  report  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society,  read  be¬ 
fore  that  Society  in  May  last,  there  were  then  one  hundred  and  twelve  Bi- 
ble  Societies  in  the  United  States  of  America,  besides  a  number  of  Bible 
Associations.  Since  the  reading  of  that  report,  the  American  Bible  So¬ 
ciety”  has  been  formed  in  New -York,  under  auspices  which  promise  much 
to  the  Christian  public.  The  spirit  which  actuated  the  delegates  on  that 
occasion,  and  the  liberal  donations  which  have  been  made  to  that  institu¬ 
tion,  especially  by  its  worthy  president,  ssem  to  justify  the  hope  that  it  will 
bless  many  dark  places  with  heavenly  light.  Several  societies,  auxiliary 
to  this,  have  since  been  formed. 

These  societies  have  been  instrumental  in  printing  and  distributing  ^ 
many  thousands,  or  rather  millions  of  bibles.  And  what  is  most  pleasing 
to  remark,  these  bibles  have  been  received  and  read  with  great  avidity. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  during  a  single  year  terminating 
with  March,  1815,  distributed  about  250,000  Bibles  and  Testaments;  and 
the  aggregate  number  distributed  by  that  institution  amounted  to  near 
1,300,000.  Their  expenditures  for  the  year  just  mentioned  amounted 
'  to  near  100,000/.  sterling,  and  the  aggregate  sum  to  about  350,000/.  £di-  ^ 
tions  of  the  scriptures,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  fifty-five  different  lan¬ 
guages  and  dialects,  have  either  been  printed  by  them,  or  received  their 
patronage  and  support.” 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  this  place,  that  the  obstacles  to  circulating 
the  scriptures  among  the  Chinese  are,  in  a  measure,  removed ;  so  that  a 
**  practicable  and  sure  mode  of  circulating  the  New  Testament  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Milne,  Mr.  Morrison’s  colleague,  among  the  nu¬ 
merous  Chinese  settlers  in  Java,  Malacca,  and  Penang.  He  distributed 

•  _ 

nearly  seven  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  New  Testement  among  the 
Chinese  at  Java,  and  supplied  eight  Chinese  schools  with  Testaments.” 
Thus  the  word  of  life  is  spreading  among  a  people  hitherto  shut  out  from 
its  vital  influences. 

Wherever  the  Bible  has  gone,  it  seems  to  have  had  a  kind  of  sancti¬ 
fying  effect.  Many  profligate  individuals  have  been  reclaimed  by  it ;  and 
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the  domestic  order  and  happiness  of  families  greatly  augmented.  So 
great  has  been  its  influence  in  this  respect)  that  those  appointed  to  seek 
out  families  destitute  of  the  scriptures  with  a  view  to  supply  them^  have 
been  able*  in  many  instances,  from  the  appearance  of  the  house  and  fa* 
mily,  to  determine  whether  they  possessed  a  bible  or  not.  “  Wherever 
the  book  of  God  blessed  the  humble  dwelling,  every  thing  seemed  sane* 
tified  by  it ;  every  thing  was  clean,  every  thing  decent  and  in  order.”* 
When  such  a  mighty  combination  to  spread  the  scriptures,  and  such 
prodigious  effects  produced  by  it  are  mentioned,  perhaps  the  thought 
may  be  suggested  in  some  mind,  then  surely  there  is  no  need  of  our  ex¬ 
ertions  in  this  enterprise. 

To  this  idea  1  reply,  that  though  mwcA,  very  much  has  been  done,  and 
many  waste  places  have  been  made  glad  by  these  exertions,  yet  much 
more  remains  to  be  done.  For  you  will  remember  that  the  scriptures 
have  been  confined,  hitherto,  to  a  very  small  part  of  the  human  family, 
and  even  that  part  has  been  most  miserably  supplied.  ' 

In  Poland,  it  is  said,  a  Bible  is  hardly  to  be  obtained  at  any  /trice. 

Dr.  Carey,  at  Serampore,  in  a  letter  printed  1815,  observes,  « though 
vre  have  ten  presses  constantly  at  work,  we  have  not  had  a  copy  of  ei* 
ther  the  Bengalee  or  Hindoostanee  New-Testament  the  last  six  months, 
and  are  obliged  to  give  away  a  single  gospel  as  soon  as  it  leaves  the 
press ;  yet  we  have  demands  from  every  quarter  for  copies.”  But  not 
to  detain  society' with  these  foreign  necessities,  permit  me  to  state  a 
fact  or  two  relative  to  our  own.  A.nd  here  a  field  presents  itself  large 
enough  for  our  most  vigorous  exertions.  Almost  every  village  or  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  in  our  country,  has  some  family  belonging  to  it  in  which  there 
is  no  Bible,  and  which  cannot  conveniently  get  one.  This  has  been 
found  to  be  a  /act  in  every  inatance,  1  belive,  in  which  the  search  has 
been  made.  ^ 

% 

But  we  have  only  to  turn  our  eyes  to  that  part  of  our  country  which 
lies  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  we  behold  an  exceedingly 
extensive  country  deplorably  destitute  of  the  lively  oracles.  From  the 
report  of  the  managers  of  the  Louisiana  Bible  Society  we  learn,  that 
**  among  the  applicants  for  Bibles  there  have  been  several  who  declared 
that  they  had  been  endeavouring  for  years,  some  as  much  as  for  twelve 
or  fifteen  years,  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Bible  in  French.” 

But  the  most  affecting  account  which  we  have  of  the  want  of  Bibles, 
in  this  country,  is  to  be  found  in  Messrs.  Mills  and  Smith’s  report  of 


*  Vid.  Fifth  report  of  the  Edinburgh  Bitde  Society. 
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their  missionary  tour  through  it  during  the  last  year.  They  represent 
every  part  of  which  they  speak)  as  covered  with  gross  darkness  for  want 
of  the  light  of  scripture.  They  tell  us  of  old  men  who  greatly  desired  a 
Bible,  and  who  had  often  sought  it,  who,  nevertheless,  have  never  had  a 
bible  in  their  houses.  They  tell  us  of  mothers,  with  their  children  in 
their  arms,  pressing  through  the  crowd  to  solicit  a  Bible.  They  tell  us 
of  families  who  never  saw  a  Bible,  or  heard  of  Jesus  Christ.  They  speak 
of  large  territories  where  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  are 
supposed  to  be  destitute  of  the  scriptures.  “  In  Kaskaskias,  a  place  con- 
taing  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  families,  there  are,  it  is  thought,  not 
more  than  four  or  five  Bibles.”  In  the  Illinois  Territory  they  say,  they 
did  not  find  any  place  where  a  copy  of  the  scripture  could  be  obtained.” 
They  declare  it  as  their  sober  conviction,  and  at  least  76,000  Bibles  are 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  destitute  in  that'  part  of  our  country. 
And  «  it  is  thought  by  judicious  people,  that  half  a  million  of  Bibles  are 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  destitute  in  the  United  States.”  There 
is,  then,  much  to  be  done ;  and  we  are  called  upon  by  the  v)orth  of  souls, 
by  the  example  of  thousands,  and  by  the  blessing  of  heaven,  to  engage, 
with  renewed  spirit,  in  this  work. 

Let  us  feel  it  a  privilige  and  an  honour  to  do  good.  A  little  economy 
in  regulating  incidental  expenses  will  enable  every  student  of  college, 
and  every  member  of  the  theological  seminary,  to  become  a  member  of 
this  Bible  Society.  And  with  how  much  greater  satisfation  will  that 
money  be  remembered  which  is  cast  into  our  funds,  than  that  which  is 
spent  to  pamper  the  body  i  The  one  may  save  a  soul  from  death,  while 
the  whole  tendency  of  the  other  is  to  ruin  both  soul  and  body. 

I  hope  it  is  not  necessary  to  urge  this  subject.  1  only  suggest  it  as 
proper  that  each  one  should  strive  to  engage  those  in  any  degree  under 
his  influence  to  become  members  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Nassau*Hall. 
Remember  that  the  very  existence  of  our  Society  depends  upon  its  an¬ 
nual  supply  of  new  members.  Every  returning  commencement  is  re¬ 
moving  the  highest  classes  in  our  seminaries,  and  unless  their  place  in 
this  Society  be  supplied  by  their  successors,  the  institution  must  ulti¬ 
mately  fall.  This  event,  however,  I  cannot  fear  while  witnessing  occa¬ 
sions  similar  to  the  present. 

I  haVe  only  to  add,  in  a  word,  that  each  of  us  has  a  personal  concern 
in  this  subject.  We  are  made  responsible  for  the  manner  in  which  we 
use  our  Bible.  And  we,  as  well  as  those  to  whom  we  present  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  must}be  saved,  if  saved  at  all,  by  the  precious  gospel  it  reveals  Let 
us  never  forget  to  make  the  Bible  the  man  of  our  counsel,  that  we  may 
meet  the  general  assembly  of  redeemed  sinners  in  heaven. 
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The  Society  proceeded  to  the  election  of  their  officers' for  tjie  ensuing 
year,  when  th^  following  persons  were  duly  elected.  'r  '  ' 


Isaac  W.  Piatt,  Preit,  - 
Thomas  I.  Biggs,  1</*  V.  Preat. 
Gideon  N.  Judd,  2nd.  Vi  Preat. 


John  H.  Van  Court,'  Sectry 
David  Magie,  Treaaurer, 


Managera 


John  Pierce. 

Eli  W.  Carithers. 
William  B.  Barton, 
William  R.  Smith. 
Samuel  F.  Darrach 
James  H.  Ewing. 


Jeremiah  Chamberlain. 

« 

Benjamin  I.  Lowe. 
Fredric  Schroeder.  ' 
Chester  Butler. 
Nicholson  R.  Morgan. 
Benjamin  Ogden. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  after  Society  adjourned,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  late  President  should  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy-of  his  ad* 
dress,  to  be  published  with  the  report.  ,  .  . 

The  following  committees  were  appointed  at  the  same  time.  . . 

Thomas  I.  BiGOsjTFor  supplying  the  United  States  vessels  with  Bi> 
James  H.. Ewing, 3  bles. 

Eli  W.  Carithers,  >  For  supplying  the  Military  post  of  the  United' 
Benjamin  I.  Lowe,  3  States^ 

SamSm  F.' Darrach,  J 


The  Treaaurer  qf  the  Bible  Society  of  JVaaaau^HaU^ 


REPORTS: 

V  • 

•  %  “  • 

That  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  Society  August  5,  1815, 

amounted  to  -  -  -  -  .  - 

Since  which  time  the  receipts  into' the  treasury  have  been  as 

follows :  '  .  . 

_  %  ^  •  •  0 

Cash  received  for  subscriptions  and  semi>annual 

payments,  “  •  “  ■  “  *  S  249  00 

— — »  received  on  account  of  fines  fipr  non>attendance 

at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  •  1  00 

—— received  for  seven  Bibles  sold,  -  .  -  7  00 


ViV 
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\ 

Cash  refunded  by  Mr.  Bakery  out  of  money  appropri¬ 
ated  for  the  purchase  of  Bibles  in  Philaidelphiky  7  18 


Donation  from  Mr.  Stephen  Saunders, 
Donation  from  Mr.  C.  Compton,  .  - 
Donation  from  a  citizen  of  New-York, 


10  00 
3  00 
2  00 


264  18 


15  00 


S  543  48 


-  37  00 


That  the  expenditures  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Direc-  '  . 
tors  have  been  as  follows  : 

Cash  paid  for  fifty  Bibles  purchased  in  Philadelphia,  S  30  93 

■  -  paid  .military  committee  for  thirty  Bibles  furnish¬ 

ed  to  fort  Mifflin,  -  .  -  -  -  -  25  00 

I .«  deposited  with  the  post  master,  for  postage,  10  00 

— — ^paid  John  Forbes  apd  Co.’s  bill  for  printing  the 

last  semi-annual  reports,  -  -  -  -  9  50 

—  paid  naval  committee  amount  of  Mr.  Armstrong’s 
-bill  for  Bibles  furnished  to  two  U.  S.  vessels  at 
Boston,  -  -'  -  -  -  •  -  37  00 

'  — -  paid  military  committee  for  Bibles  furnished  to 

the  forts  at  Plattsburgh  and  Sackett’s-Harbour,  30  00 
•>•  •• —  paid  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia  for  180  Bibles 
and  charges  ;  viz.  100  sent  to  New-Orleans,  30 
to  fort  McHenry,  and  50  to  Princeton,  -  •  130  40 

.  paid  naval  committee  for  Bibles  furnished  U.  S. 

vessels,  -  -  -  -  •  -  •  74  54 

-I  -  paid  post-master  in  Princeton,  for  postage,  -  5  00 

■'  paid  naval  committee,  •  -  •  •  -  5  22 

-  paid  travelling  expenses  of  the  delegates  to  the 

convention  at  New-York,  -  -  -  -  17  00 

■  paid  military  committee  for  Bibles  sent  to  New¬ 

port,  20  00 


74  54 
5  00 
5  22 


17  00 


-  20  00 


384  59 


in  the  treasury,  in  favour  of  the  Society, «  balance  of  2  158  89 
Errors  excepted. 

Augmt  2dy  1816.  JOHN  S.  NEWBOLD,  Treaturer. 
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That  exercise  of  the  mind  usually  called  dreamingt  is  among  the  most 
singular  phenomena  of  the  human  soul.  It  has  attracted  the  attention  .of 
philosophers  and  devout  persons,  and  has  excited  fears  in  the  bosom  of  the 
infidel.  That  the  soul,  when  the  senses  are  locked  up  in  repose,  and  the 
body  itself  appears  to  view,  a  motionlessiump,  should  nevertheless  pursue 
its  active  operations,  in  recollecting  the  past,  surveying  the  present,  antici* 
pating  the  future,  forming  singular  combinations  out  of  ideas  with  which 
it  had  not  been  familiar,  tracing  the  consequence  of  plans  not  yet  matured, 
pursuing  through  a  chain  of  reasoning,  thoughts  which  it  had,  for  the  first 
time,  struck  out,  reviewing  the  incidents  of  its  past  life,  darting  forward 
into  the  destines  which  it  had  been  long  anticipating,  and  at  the  same  time 
retaining  a  lasting  impression  of 'the  train  of  its  images  and  thoughts— 
is  trufy  astonishing !  > 

Among  the  various  uses  to  which  these  amazing  efforts  of  the  fancy 
have  been  reduced,  these  are  not  the  least :  In  them  we  see  a  proof 
amounting  to  a  demonstration,  that  the  soul  is  a  distinct  and  independent 
being;  a  being  that  can  exist  in  a  state  of  separation  from  the  body.  And 
since  it  is  known  to  perfiirm,  even  with  more  activity  its  operations,  when 
it  is;  as  it  were,  detached  from  the  body ;  its  activity  and  capacities  must 
be  increased  in  an  immense  ratio  when  set  loose  from  the  chains  of  the  ' 

flesh or  when  united  to  that  form  of  the  body,  which  we  confidently 
expect  after  the  consummation  of  all  things.  Or.  Young  has  justly  said,  in 
allusion  to  this,  Nor  sport  vain  dreams  in  vain.” 

Other  uses  have  been  made  of  dreams  among  all  nations,  from  the  ru« 
dest'tothe  most  polbhed  and  enlightened.  I  allude  to  the  belief  that  dreams 
were  designed  to  instruct  and  warn  mortals,  and  to  unveil  to  them  the 
destinies  of  futurity  awaiting,  them  in  the  evolutions  of  Providence. 

Perhaps  this  idea  originated  in  the  supposition,  that  the  soul,  when  de> 
tached  as  it  were,  from  the  body,  mingled  with  spirits,  and  from  these  in* 
visible  beings  received  supernatural  intimations.  Or  that  its  Creator  con* 
veyscertaindinpressions  to  it  in  the  communion  which  he  designs  to  hold 
with  it:  The  last  is  most  probable.  And  it  could,  perhaps,  be  traced  from 
the  primitive  race  of  men  who,  previous  to  the  gift  of  a  written  revelation, 
had  converse  with  the  Deity  in  the  dreams  and  visions  of  the  night. 

But  whatever  be  its  origin,  it  is  certain  that  men  have  watched  with  ex* 
traordinary  care,'  and  courted  with  a  sort  of  veneration  tb9se  ravings,  or  im* 
pulses,  in  the  human  mind  in  the  moments  of  profound  sleep.  They  (as  the 
votaries  of  superstition  in  the  Grecian  temples  and  caverns  did)  have  used 
certain  applications  to  the  body,  to  produce  a  suspension  of  the  senses,  that 
;he  soul,  in  its  elevated  flights,  might  discover  the  destinies  of  individuals 
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and  nations.  And  they  hare  watched  the  last  moments  of  the  dying,  in 
which  they  supposed  that  the  soul,  when  about  to  take  its  leave  of  the  body, 
and  standing  on  the  verge  of  the  future  state,'  obtains  an  extraordinary 
glimpse -of  things  impervious  to  human  ken.  '  ^  , 

Dreams  were  usually,  and  1  think  justly,  classed  into  three  kinds.  1st. 
Those  which  are  natural— The  soul  nightly  puraues  the  train  of  thought 
that  had  engrossed  its  general  attention,  or  made  a  deep  impression.  And 
out  of  these  it  forms  the  most  grotesque  combinations.  The  2d  are  those 
which  may  proceed  from  the  impressions  made  on  the  soul  by  that  class 
of  spirits  usually  called  evil  spirits.  It  is  certain  that  there  are  such  beings. 
It  is  equally  certain  that  being  spirits,  they  may  have  as  near  access  to  our 
souls  as  one  body  can  have  to  another— but  in  a  mode  peculiar  to  spirit ; 
and  through  the  imagination,  or  some  other  power  of  the  heart,  they  may 
convey  their  impressions.  Sound  philosophy  and  our  holy  religion  equally 
testify  to  the  fiosaibility  of  this  ;  and  facts  in  history,  sacred  and  profane, 
convince  us  of  its  reality.  ^Sd.  Those  which  proceed  from  the  Supreme 
Being..  And  those,  I  presume  are  of  two  kinds.  1st.  What  was  peculiar 
to  the  ancient  prophets  when  under  inspiration.  They  received  communi* 
cations  from  the  Deity  for  the  private,  publick,  and  general  benefit  of  man* 
kind.  2d.  Those  which  were  conveyed  more  strictly  speaking,  by  the 
Supreme  Being  in  the  evolutions  of  his  providence.  Those  were  vouch* 
safed  to  good  men  for  their  private  benefit.  When  wrapt  up  in  sleep,  the 
Most  High,  who  knows  every  avenue  to  the  human  mind,  and  who.  holds 
it  in  his  omnipotent  hand,  conveys  certain  intimations  of  the  events  which 
he  has  prepared  for  them,  for  their  families,  for  their  friends,  for  their 
enemies,  in  this  world.  He  thus  occasionally  warns  and  prepares  them. 
But  as  these  were  designed  solely  for  personal  use,  and  contained  no  new 
discoveries  in  religion  or  science,  and  as  they  did  not  come  attested  by  that 
evidence  which  stamped,  with  divinity,  the  former  kind,  those  who  hear 
them  recited  may  give  credit  to  them'  or  not,  as  they  please.-  The  former, 
I  mean  those  peculiar  to  the  ancient  prophets,  are  for  ever  withdrawn  from 
man.  I'he  volume  of  inspiration  is  completed  and  put  into  our 'hands. 
They  are|therefore  of  no  farther  service.  In  respect  of  the  latter,  as  they 
have  certainly  exiated,  and  as  the  circumstances  of  good  men  did  not  more 
require  them  formerly  than  now,  I  do  not  know  any  reason  which  sound 
philosophy  or  religion  can  advance  against  the  supposition  that  they  really 
exist. 

It  is  highly  improper  to  adduce,  -  as  a  reason  agmnst  these,  that  they 
have  been  abused  by  ignorance  and  superstition.  Those  that  I  plead  for, 
were  given  to  §ood  men ;  they  were  never  vouchsafed  for  petty,  far  less 
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for  impious  purposes.  They  are  merely  the  kind  warnings  of  a  friend  en> 
joining  us  to  be  on  our  guard->to  prepare  for  the  shock  of  sufferings}  or 
the  awful  moment  of  dissolution. 

I  am  persuaded}  therefore}  that  while  we  reject)  with  Contempt  and  ri> 
dicule)  the  pretensions  of  prophetS}  and  fortune-tellers  who.  impose  pp  the 
ignorant  and  superstitious ;  and  while  we  banish  from  the  enlightened  paths 
of  science)  the  stories  of  witchcraft)  the  feats. of  magick)  and  the  ghostly 
tales  of  superstition)  we  must  not  venture  to  deny  that  there  may  exist)  on 
the  one  hand}  impressions  made  on  the  mind  by  evil  spirits ;  and  on  the 
other}  communications  to  good  men}  and  sometimes  wicked  men}  by  the 
Deity}  through  his  agents. 

Instances  of  what  1  allude  tO)  might  be  given— The  narrative  of  Lord 
Lyttleton  is  well  known.  Perhaps  I  may  trespass  too  far  on  your  patience} 
but  I  beg  leave  to  relate  one)  leaving 'my  reader  to  refer  it  to  whatever 
class  he  pleases.  The  fact  of  the  dream  and  the  catastrophe  I  can  vouch 
for,  I  had  them  from  a  person}  now  in  Europe}  of  high  rank. in  society)  a 
man  of  honour  and  great  learning. 

A—  was  a  person  of  talents  and  good  education.  It  was  generally 
known  by  bis  friends  that  he  had  unhappily  imbibed  infidel  sentiments. 
And  his  manners  were  dissolute.  One  night  having  retired  to  rest)  his 
mind  not  being  known  to  have  been  irritated  by  any  thing  he  had  been 
reading)  or  by  any  unusual  occurrence  of  the  day— be  had  the  following 
singular  • 

DREAM: 


He  .  found  himself  walking  along  an  extensive  valley.  Every  thing 
around  presented  a  pleasing  aspect.  He  ascended  gradually)  to  the  left) 
one  of  the  hillS)  which  bounded  the  valley.  As  he.advanced  he  discovered 
a  door  in  its  side.  His  curiosity  prompted  him  to  examine  it)  and  to  try 
to  gain  admittance.  He  knocked)  and  instantly  a  person  opened  the  iron 
gate)  which)  grating  on  its  hinges  laid  open  to  him  a  passage.  The  gate 
was  shut  and  bolted  behind  him  with  a  thundering  sound.  He  looked 
around  him)  and  beheld)  as  far  'as  his  eye. could  reach)  an  immense  multi- . 
tude  of  human  beings.  '  They  were  clothed  in  long  garments  that  . reached 
the  ground.'  Some  walked  alone  in  the.  most  pensive  sadness.  Some 
stood  in  groupeS)  looking  each  other  in  the  face)  in  profound  silence)  but 
with  looks  and  features  expressive  of  horror  beyond  the  power,  of  words. 
A——",  approached  one  of  them  and  inquired  what  was  .the  name  of  the 
place.  The  person  started — turned  full  round  on  him  and  ^exclaimed} 
“  Know  you  not  the  name  of  ^this  place  ?  This  is  aeii  “  How  can 
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this  be  so?"  said  A— ,  “  It  suits,  in  no  respect,  the  description  usually 
gpven  us  of  the  place  whither  the  wicked  are  sent. after  this  life  is  at  an 
end.  It  is  described  as  a  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone.  I  see  no  fire~-.no 
burning  flames.*’— >Tbe  figure,  who  stood,  by  him,  heard  him  in  profbund 
silence.  It  made  no  reply.  It  fixed  on  him  a  terrible  look-~Then  open¬ 
ing  the  folding  of  the  long  garment  in  which  he  was-  enveloped,  be  pre¬ 
sent^  himself  to  the  eyes  of  A-—  ■  as  one  entire  mass  of  burning  fire, 
from  head  to  foot.  It  then  folded  itself  into'  its  robe  and  walked  slowly 
along^  with  signs  of  the  deepest'  melancholy  and  the  consummation  of  mi¬ 
sery-  Filled  with  astonishment  and  horror.  A——  Hastraed  to  the  gate 
and  demanded  his  liberty.  With  an  eye  the  most  stem  and  vindictivei  the 
figure  at  the  gate  way  replied/^  No  !**  And’ after  a  pause,  like  the  silence  • 
of  death,  it  added j  ^  There  is  not  the  most  distant  hdfie  release  tt> 
those  who  have  been  once  doomed-  to  this  place**'  1  ought  to  be  set  at 
liberty,"  replied  -A  '■  My  curiosity  alone  led  me  hither.  None  has 
doomed  me  to  durance  here.  How  can  you  be  so  unjust  as  to'  offer  to  de¬ 
tain  me  ?"  “  On  one  condition  1  set  you  at  liberty— it  is  this— swear  to 
me  that  you  will  return  hither— -to  this  very  spot<—a4'  the  expiration  qf 
one  month**  Willing  to  gain  his  liberty  on  atiy  terms,  he  pledged  his  oath 
that  he  would  be  faithful  to'  the  hour' of  meeting.  The  excessive  agita- 
tion  of  his  spirits,  at  this  moment,  awakened  him  from  his  dream. '  He 


felt  a  glow  of  pleasure  at  the  conviction  that' it  Was  <mly  a  dream— )ret  still 
the  dreadful  words  rang  in  his  ear— swear  to  me  that  you  will  return  and 

t  r—-  f 

meet  me  here  at  the  expiration  qf  one  month** 

In  the  morning  he  waited  on  his  gay  companions ;  told  them  his  sin¬ 
gular  dream  and  engaged  to  a  feast  on  the  last  day  of  the  month.  The 
month  passed  away  in  gayety  and  dissipation.  The  last  day  of  the  month 
came.  And  in  the  evening  A—  sat  down  with  his  friends  to  a  splendid 
supper  in  a  publick  hotel.  None  appeared  more  lively  than,  our  young 
A— :  Few  drank  more  freely  or  was  more  forward  to  ndicule  the  dream 
and  ghostly  engagement.  The  hour  of  parting  came.  He  retired  about 
eleven  o’clock.' ,  He  had  one  pair  of  stairs  to  descend.  He  certainly  was 
iiot  intoxicated;  but  whatever  might  have  been  the  cause,  as  he  set  his 
foot  on  the  first  step  of  the  stairs,  he  fell  headlong  to  the  bottom,  and  was 
taken  up  in  violent  convulsions.  No  medical  aid  could  be  of  any  service 
to  him.  He  departed  this  life  in -a  few  moments— and— that  he  was^tVA* 
ful  to  his  engagement  even  the  most  obstinate,  sceptick  among  his  com¬ 
panions/or  once  had  faith.  W.  B.  C. 
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On  the  Subject  qf  War, 

THE  Convention  of  ^the  Congregational  Ministers  in  MassachusottS|.im> 
pelled  by  a’  sense  of  duty*  and  solicitotis  to  revive  and  disseminate  the  gen* 
nine  spirit  of  the  gospel,  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  their  fellow  Chris* 
tians  of  all  denomihations,  and  their  fellow  ^citizens  of  every  description, 
on  the  subject  of  public  war.  In  their  estimation,  no  other  subject  has 
been  more  extensively  or  more  radically  misapprehended. 

The  history  of  past  ages  combines  with  the  language  and  practice  of  mo* 
dem  times,  to  prove  that  public  war  has  too  commonly  been  viewed  much 
in  the  same  light  as  the  unavoidable  convulsions  of  the  natural  world,  and 
resorted  to  with  little  more  conviction  of  responsibility  for  its  tremendous 
ravages,  than  if  they. were  occasioned  by  hurricanes,  earthquakes,  and  vol* 
canos.  Is  there  not,  however,  an  immense  difference  in  the  two  cases  ? 
Are  not  the  convulsions  of  the  natural  world  beyond  the  control  of  mor* 
tal  power  ?  And  is  hot  war,  with  all  its  horrors,  the  proper  fruit  of  human 
Choice  and  agency  ?  This  difference  shows  the  absolute  futility  of  what  is 
often  alleged  in  vindication  of  the  sanguinary  custom.  That,  while  it 
sweeps  the  worthless  and  vile  from  the  stage  of  life,  it  calls  dormant  genius 
and  enterprise  into  action,  unites  divided  kingdoms  and  states,  and  ends, 
like  the  tempest,  in  a  calm,  rendered  more  grateful  -  and  salutary  by  the 
general  agitation.  What  right  has  man,  a  mortal  being,  amenable  at  the 
tribunal  of  heaven  for  the  rectitude  of  his  intentions  and  pursuits,  to  ^  do 
evil,  that  good  may  come  ?”  to  hurry  thousands  of  his  fellow  creatures  into 
untimely  graves,  and  send  them  unprepared  to  their  last  account,  under 
pretence  of  benefiting  survivors  ?  Vain  pretence :  for  «  Hie  sword  devour* 
eth  one  as  well  as  the  other  ;**  and  the  experience  of  ages  testifies,  that  the 
tendency  of  war  is, -not  to  diminish,  but  to  increase  the  aggregate  amount 
both  of  vice  and  misery. 

But  were  it  otherwise  ;  were  war  productive  of  all  the  advantages, 
which  its  advocates  allege,  the  question,  whether  it  be  compatible  with 
the  requisitions  of  Christianity  would  still  remain  to  be  solved,  before  we 
could  have  recourse  to  it,  without  a  crime.  And  «  what  saith  the  scrip¬ 
ture’*  to  this  question  ?  How  do  the  sacred  writers  qf  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  represent  the  obligations  and  the  effects  of  ^our  holy  religion, 
in  relation  to  war  1  Let  them  speak  for  themselves  :  <*  In  the  last  days  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord’s  house  shall  be  establish* 
ed  upon  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  it  shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills ; 
and  all  people  shall  flow  upon  it. 
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And  many  nations  shall  come  and  say^  come  and  let  us  go  up  to  the 
mountain  oF  the  Lord,  and  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob ;  and  he  will 
teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths;,  for  the  law  shall  go 
forth  of  Zion,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem.  And  he  shall 
judge  among  many  people,  and  rebuke  strong  nations  afar  off ;  and  they 
shall  beat  their  swords  into  plow'shares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks ; 
nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,. neither  shall  they  learn  war 
anymore.” 

Such  is  the  style  in  which  «  holy  men  of  old,  who  spake  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,”  predicted  the  nature,  tendency,  and  operation 
of  Messiah’s  reign.  Of  the  like  import  was  the  celestial  anthem,  at  the 
annunciation  of  his  birth : «  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  wilbtoward  men.”  Of  the  same  spirit  were  his  personal  instructions. 
«  Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said.  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour,  and 
hate  thine  enemy ;  But  I  say  unto  you.  Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that 
curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  that  despite* 
fully  use  you  and  persecute  you ;  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Fa¬ 
ther  who  is  in  heaven :  for  be  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the 
good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust.”  His  instructions 
were  illustrated  and  enforced  by  his  example.  «  When  he  was  reviled, 
he  reviled  not  again,  when  he  suffered,  he  threatened  not,  but  committed 
himself  to  him  that  judgeth  righteously.”  When  with  his  dying  breath  he 
interceded  for  the  most  impious  and  cruel  murderers  ;  murderers,  whose 
hands  were  imbrued  on  his  own  blood ;  «  Farther,  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  hot  what  they  do.” 

(To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 


ANECDOTE  OF  WINTHROP. 

THE  justly  celebrated  Winthrop,  not  less  distinguished  for  his  ge* 
nius  and  learning,  than  for  his  morality  and  devotional  piety,  the  day  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  observed  to  a  friend  that,  the  wise  men  of  hhtiquity  en¬ 
deavoured,  by  every  plausible  argunaent  to  prove  the  reality  of  a  future 

state ;  but  that  the  wise  men,  of  modern  times,  had  bent  all  their  exer¬ 
tions  to  weaken  the  proofs  of  our  immortal  existence,  and  to  undermine 

the  only  hope,  which  can  sustain  us  at  the  closo  of  life.’\ 


